
Inspection of New Ark Play 
Association
New Ark Adventure Playground, Hill Close, Reeves Way, Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire PE1 5LZ

Inspection date: 12 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident, articulate and friendly. They enjoy participating in a wide 
range of activities available to them at this unique provision. For example, they 
learn about animal care at the on-site farm, nature and exploration at the eco-
centre and managing risks on play equipment in the extensive outdoor area. 
Parents also appreciate how much these activities benefit all aspects of their 
children's development.

Children show confidence and familiarity with the new routines put in place to 
promote their safety and welfare during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. 
Although their parents are unable to come into the setting itself, children are 
confident to leave their parents at the door. They walk straight in to wash their 
hands before choosing the activities they wish to take part in.

Children regulate their own behaviour and manage risks well. They learn to take 
turns and to consider others, for example, as they offer another child the bubble 
wand unprompted. A child points to the 'table manners' poster and tells a member 
of staff that he cannot talk with his mouth full when she asks him a question. 
Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning, which will support them well 
when they move on to school. They are eager to interact with each other and 
adults. Consequently, they develop their communication and language skills well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a clear knowledge about what each child can do and what they need 
to learn next. The curriculum is planned so that each child enjoys rich learning 
opportunities and makes good progress in their learning and development. This 
is testified by parents.

n Overall, staff are clear about what they want children to learn during activities. 
Staff listen to children and follow their lead during activities. They give children 
confidence, for example, to finish the song that they start to sing. However, 
sometimes, staff do not make the best use of spontaneous opportunities to 
promote children's learning.

n Staff respect children's feelings, voices and choices. They are flexible in their 
approach to the day, dependent on the children's wishes. For example, when 
children say that they do not want snack at the moment because they are 
engrossed in a bat and ball game, staff respect this. 

n The manager is sensitive to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic may have 
had on the children, their families and staff. During the last year, staff have 
remained in close contact with parents and children using a variety of methods. 
The continued well-being of staff is given a high priority. 

n It is clear that where children receive specific funding, this is being used to 
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benefit their individual needs, such as extra sessions or resources to support 
home learning. Staff work well together as a team. Training is prioritised to 
focus on further increasing staff's knowledge. 

n Children think critically, for example, as they make amendments to their dough 
model so that the imaginary driver can see out of the car windscreen. Children 
enjoy playing and exploring. For example, they build a model fire truck from 
small bricks. They use a toy screwdriver to turn screws and demonstrate how 
the wheels turn round to create motion. Children show an increasing confidence 
in number recognition, for example, as they refer to picture instructions to 
construct models in a specific sequence.

n Staff accurately reflect on the strongest areas of the curriculum and those areas 
needing more focus to enhance opportunities for children. For example, they 
recognise that there is more that they can do to promote children's ability to 
enjoy looking at books independently. There are clear plans to further develop 
this aspect of the curriculum.

n Children show good physical skills as they navigate the obstacle course outside. 
They are able to balance on wooden blocks, climb, slide, and jump a given 
number of times on the small trampoline. Staff effectively support those children
who require extra support. They work well with parents and other professionals 
to ensure that children fulfil their potential.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff are clear about reporting any concerns about a child and 
liaising with other professional bodies promptly to ensure that vulnerable children 
remain safe. Staff undergo regular training to strengthen their knowledge of local 
and wider safeguarding issues. The designated safeguarding lead is clear about her
role and responsibilities. Staff know what to do if an allegation is made against a 
member of staff. Recruitment procedures are effective, and include ensuring that 
any new committee members are made known to Ofsted.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to identify and effectively use more spontaneous opportunities to 
further challenge older, more-capable children and to help children consolidate 
skills that staff have already identified as needing further development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 256791

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10149784

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person Newark Play Association Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517211

Telephone number 01733 340 605

Date of previous inspection 3 March 2020

Information about this early years setting

New Ark Play Association registered in 1981. The provision is located in 
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday 
during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. After-school care is 
expected to operate as of September 2021. Holiday provision is expected to 
operate as of Summer 2021. The provision employs 12 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at Level 3, including the 
manager. One member of staff holds an early years qualification at Level 2 and one
is unqualified. The provision also employs an administrator. The provision provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Davies
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 

outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with a senior practitioner. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the provision's manager. She looked at 

relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the provision.

n A couple of parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection and the 
inspector took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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