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Annual Report 2021-22 

New Ark Play Association  

Registered charity number: 1026751  

A safe, caring, adventurous environment 
for everyone developing skills for life  

      Adventure Playground Å Eco Centre Å City Farm  

Parent & Toddler Group Å Preschool Playgroup (from 2 years) 
Afterschool & Holiday Play Sessions Å Additional Childcare  

Play Support Service Å Birthday Parties Å Family & Group Visits 
Duke of Edinburgh & Princeõs Trust Placements 

Animal Care Student Work Placements Å Animal Care Courses 

Volunteering Opportunities Å Adult Social Mornings  
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Managers, Staff & Committee  

Management Committee  

Curphey Jo (Chair)  

Rob Brown (Treasurer)  

Steve Milford  

Ruth Scotten  

Lisa Sachse  

Claudia Butler  

 

Playgroup  

Sam Brown (Manager) 

Denise Jinks (Supervisor)  

Jen Faunt  

Nikki Miller  

Emma Greenwood  

Lauren Shiels 

Chloe Charnley  

Nicole Davis 

 

 

Cleaning  

Laura Bellamy  

Sophie Portlock  

 

 

Play Support Service  

Sam Brown (Manager)  

Laura Bellamy  

Jen Faunt  

 

Playground  

Sam Brown (Manager)  

Laura Bellamy  

Denise Jinks  

Abigail Curphey (Relief)  

Karen Maycock (Relief) 

Chelsea Miller (Relief) 

Chloe Davey (Relief) 

 

Farm  

Carolyn Bellamy (Manager)  

James Wallace  
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Welcome to New Ark Play !  
We are an independent charity, registered with 

Ofsted, officially called Newark Play Association. 

We provide stimulating play opportunities for 

children of all ages and our facilities include a 

traditional Adventure Playground, Eco Centre and 

City Farm.  

At New Ark we believe very strongly in childrenõs 

right to play. Play is a childõs natural way of 

learning about the world, themselves and other 

people. We know from experience that children 

need play opportunities that encourage 

exploration, adventure and enterprise, and having enough time and space for 

play increases childrenõs health and happiness.  

Play makes life exciting, interesting and fun and this is why play is at the heart of 

everything we do at New Ark ! 

We have a talented and dedicated team who take pride in delivering the highest 

standards of care to our children. Our Management Committee which oversees 

the running of New Ark is made up of a group of committed local volunteers, who 

each bring unique skills and experience to benefit New Ark.  

We also appreciate the dedication of the volunteers who support our fundraising 

activities, and help with a variety of essential tasks around the site - especially on 

our farm. We are extremely thankful for everyone who contributes their time and 

expertise, helping to make New Ark such a special place.  

We continue to strive to keep charges as low as possible to try to ensure that lack 

of money does not prevent anyone from enjoying our facilities, and we are 

continually seeking ways to add value to our local community. The past two years 

have provided us with many challenges, and it is a testament to the passion and 

commitment of our dedicated staff, volunteers and supporters that New Ark has 

been able to continue to deliver invaluable services to children, families, young 

people and adults of all ages and abilities. New Ark has been bringing joy to 

children for over 48 years and the ongoing cost of living crisis and escalating 

energy bills means that we must continue to seek opportunities to increase our 

sustainability as we want to secure our future for many years to come. If you 

would like to get involved, please get in touch. 

Thank you to our wonderful staff, committee, volunteers, children, young people, 

parents, supporters and everyone who has shown their love for New Ark by giving 

us your time, money and resources - you are all New Ark heroes!!  

I hope you enjoy reading our Annual Report.  

Jo Curphey, Committee Chair 
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Opening Times  

Preschool Playgroup : Monday to Friday  

9:00am-12:00pm  12:30-3:00pm (Term Time)  

Our children attending New Ark Preschool learn 

through play using our fantastic facilities, which 

includes an Adventure Playground, City Farm and 

Eco Centre.  

Toddler Group : Wednesday 1:00-2.30pm (Term Time)  

Our parent/carer and toddler group are weekly 

sessions for children aged 0-4 years, giving them the time to explore our Eco Centre 

and City Farm with their family.  

Play Support Service : Monday to Friday 9:00am-3:00pm (Term Time)  

In our Play Support Service we offer specialist support and an alternative outdoor 

curriculum for children with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties who are 

on a reduced timetable and/or at risk of exclusion from school.   

Adventure Playground : 3.45-6:00pm (Term Time)   8:30am-5:30pm (School Holidays)  

During term time our After School Club is all about adventure play with activities 

such as digging, building, ball games, swinging and climbing; and other activities 

based around a range of creative arts and crafts. The children also have the 

opportunity to visit the farm.  

During the school holidays the children also get the opportunity to do baking in our 

kitchen, outdoor cooking, den building, water slides, messy play and more.  

(As a guide New Ark follows Newark Hill Academyõs term timetable)  

City Farm : Monday to Friday 10:00am-12:00pm  2.00pm-5.00pm  

During session time the children attending our Playgroup, Play 

Support Service, After School Club and Holiday Club get the 

opportunity to visit our City Farm and help to care for our 

animals. That includes grooming, feeding and cleaning out 

our small animal hutches. We also welcome family and group 

visits and visitors during term times and school holidays.  
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Price List  

Parent/Carer 

& Toddler 

Group 

Adult & Child £4.00 Term time 

Wednesday 1.00-2.30pm 

Includes drink 

Additional Adult £1.00 

Additional Child £1.00 

Playgroup 

Hourly Fee 

(If not 

funded) 

Per child £6.00 

Term time 

Monday-Friday 

8.30am-12.00pm   

12:30-3.00pm 

After School 

Club 

Daily  

Charge 
Per Child £8.00 

Term time 

Monday-Friday 

3.45-6.00pm 

Includes toast & drink 

Walkover 

Fee 
Per Child £1.00 

Holiday Club 

Per Day Per child £24.00  School holidays 

Monday-Friday 

8.30am-5.30pm Per Hour Per child £5.00 

Farm 

School & 

Group 

Visits 

Per Child £5.00 

Monday-Friday 

Morning or afternoon 

Adult supervision needed 

Adult 

social 

mornings 

Per Adult 

£5.00 

(Carers 

come for 

free) 

Wednesday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

Includes hot or cold drink 

Family Visits 

Child £4.00 

Monday-Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

2.00-5.00pm 

Children must be supervised by 

parent/carer at all times 
Adult £1.00 

Birthday 

Parties 

Up to 10 

Children 

£100.00  

 

 

£7 per 

additional 

child 

Saturdays (Times vary) 

Maximum 20 children 

£25 deposit to book 

Adult supervision required 
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Preschool Report  

During the spring and summer terms of 2021, we 

continued to work through COVID-19 measures to keep 

everyone safe. Our children have continued to follow 

hygiene routines including washing their hands upon 

arrival ð itõs safe to say they have become experts at 

this !  

New Ark welcomed Nicole to 

the pre-school team in April 

2021. However unfortunately 

said goodbye to our Eco 

Leader Emma in December 2021 who helped to deliver 

exciting opportunities for our children in the Eco Centre.  

Since the world has reopened after COVID-19, the 

children have been able to access new opportunities. 

We have been on numerous walks around the local area 

including collecting natural resources, looking at road 

signs, visiting the library bus and enjoying a few 

babyccinoõs at Sainsburyõs.  

Children have been engaging in all areas of 

learning including activities led by adults, 

spontaneous play and by trial and error. In 

particular, we have focused on social skills, 

speech and language and independence skills, 

as these are skills which have been less 

cultivated as a result of lockdown.  
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Hereõs just a few of the activities our children have experienced: 

¶ Frequent Visits to the farm where children have had the opportunity to pet 

rabbits and guinea pigs, and feeding the animals 

¶ Celebrating various cultural events including decorating tealight holders for 

Diwali 

¶ Making pancakes and having pancake races on the playground 

¶ Performing our nativity at Christmas time  

¶ Making chocolate nests at Easter and going on our own egg hunt 

¶ Learning about Remembrance Day by making craft poppies and watching 

commemorative educational videos 

¶ Celebrating Chinese New Year by making our own dragon and trying numerous 

Chinese food goods (thanks to a very kind donation from one of our parents) 

¶ Visiting our eco garden to go pond dipping for tadpoles and on mini beast 

hunts 
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We have had lots of fun during our day-to-day 

sessions, playing outside no matter the weather ! 

Weõve jumped in muddy puddles, flew kites in the 

wind, explored ice in the winter and played with 

water in the sun !   

We are very grateful to our families for following our 

guidelines and working in partnership with us to 

keep everyone safe. A huge thank you to all of our 

staff for working so hard to deliver such a high 

standard of early years care to our children - which 

was rewarded with a 'goodõ OFSTED rating in May 

2021. We look forward to the future in pre-school 

as many ideas are brewing ! 

Lauren Shiels 

òToday is my sonõs last day of 
pre-school and wow what a 
difference you have made to 
our Theo! we decided to give 
up Theoõs nursery place and 
send him here because when 
I came to view preschool you 
all seem down to earth and 
easy to communicate with and 
people who care. Theoõs 

speech has come on amazingly 
and what a difference it has 
made to Theo & to our family. 
Theo talks about Nicole a lot 
and he is one happy boy. 
Thank you from us all xxó 
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What Ofsted say about New Ark  

New Ark was inspected by Ofsted on 12 May 2021. The inspector was very 

impressed by the quality of the provision for our children and rated us as ôGoodõ 

in all areas.  

The Inspector praised New Arkõs unique provision and applauded the fact that 

our team work hard to ensure our children's feelings, voices and choices are 

respected and they are encouraged to think critically and use their imagination 

as they enjoy playing and exploring our wide range of activities.  

ôChildren are confident, articulate and friendly. They enjoy participating in a 

wide range of activities available to them at this unique provision. For example, 

they learn about animal care at the on-site farm, on play equipment in the 

extensive outdoor area. Parents also appreciate how much these activities 

benefit all aspects of their children's development.õ  

ôChildren demonstrate a positive attitude to learning, which will support them 

well when they move on to school. They are eager to interact with each other 

and adults. Consequently, they develop their communication and language 

skills well.õ  

ôStaff have a clear knowledge about what each child can do and what they 

need to learn next. The curriculum is planned so that each child enjoys rich 

learning opportunities and makes good progress in their learning and 

development. This is testified by parents.õ  

ôChildren show good physical skills as they navigate the obstacle course 

outside. They are able to balance on wooden blocks, climb, slide, and jump a 

given number of times on the small trampoline.õ  

ôStaff effectively support those children who require extra support. They work 

well with parents and other professionals to ensure that children fulfil their 

potential.õ 
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Playground Report  

Although we were still governed by a lot of 

COVID-19 restrictions, we were pleased to be 

able to offer our Summer Holiday Club during 

2021. With much delight we saw returning 

children that had used our facilities pre-

pandemic, and we also welcomed lots of new 

children.  

We offered a variety of different activities; painting, clay 

work, cutting and sticking, waterplay, experimenting with 

our mud kitchen, bug-hunting and visits to our farm (to 

name just a few!). During this period, we had to ensure we 

followed the required COVID-19 measures to keep all 

children, parents, carers and staff safe. Everyone adapted 

to these, followed the guidelines daily and were absolutely 

brilliant throughout. We still continue with some hygiene 

measures in all our services and children follow these as 

part of their normal daily routine. 

We were blessed with some 

good weather which meant 

that children still enjoyed the many exciting outdoor 

play opportunities on offer, using our vast outdoor 

area accessing both the Adventure Playground and 

Eco Centre. At New Ark it doesn't matter what the 

weather is like, we always encourage our children to 

play outside regardless - providing it is safe - to 

jump in puddles or to roll in the mud ! It was brilliant 

to see the children having lots of fun from playing 

football, playing with water, painting outdoors and 

visiting our City Farm. 

Children can attend full days from 8.30am 

- 5.30pm or parents/carers can choose 

hours that they need. 

Each day we plan activities for our 

children which take into consideration 

their many different ages and 

development stages. We have a dedicated 

team of playworkers who work hard to 

make New Ark the special place it is today 

for all children to experience. 

 

òMy children came for the first 
time today and joined the holiday 
club. They absolutely loved it!! So 
much for them to do, junk 

modelling, Lego, lots of outdoor 
play with a real emphasis on 

children being children! The staff 
were so friendly and we canõt wait 

to return tomorrow!ó 


