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Annual Report 2024-25 

New Ark Play Association  

Registered charity number: 1026751  

A safe, caring, adventurous environment 
for everyone developing skills for life  

            Adventure Playground Å Eco Centre Å City Farm  

                 Parent & Toddler Group Å Preschool (from 2 years)   

           Afterschool & Holiday Play Sessions Å Additional Childcare  

Play Support Service Å Birthday Parties Å Family & Group Visits  

Duke of Edinburgh & Princeõs Trust Placements 

Animal Care Student Placements Å Animal Care Courses  

Group & 1:1 Educational Sessions Å Volunteering Å Venue Hire 

Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities Å Adult Social Mornings  

Corporate Social Responsibility Projects  
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Managers, Staff & Committee 

Management Committee  

Jo Curphey (Chair)  

Rob Brown (Treasurer)  

Steve Milford  

Ruth Scotten  

Lisa Sachse  

 

Playgroup  

Sam Brown (Manager) 

Denise Jinks (Supervisor)  

Jen Faunt  

Nikki Miller  

Lauren Shiels 

Chloe Charnley  

Nicole Davis 

 

Farm  

Carolyn Bellamy (Manager)  

James Wallace  

 

Administration  

Raihan Bashir 

 

Cleaning  

Sophie Portlock  

 

 

Play Support Service  

Sam Brown (Manager)  

Laura Bellamy  

Jen Faunt  

Karen Maycock 

 

Playground  

Sam Brown (Manager)  

Laura Bellamy  

Denise Jinks  

Karen Maycock 

Abigail Curphey (Relief)  

Chelsea Miller (Relief) 

Chloe Davey (Relief) 
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Welcome to New Ark Play ! 
We are Newark Play Association Ltd, an independent charity registered with Ofsted. 

For over 50 years, weõve been bringing joy to children, young people, and adults of 

all ages and abilities. Our vibrant site includes a traditional Adventure Playground,  

a nurturing Eco Centre, and a lively City Farm - each designed to spark curiosity, 

connection and creativity. 

We believe everyone should have access to enriching experiences, so we keep our 

charges as low as we can to ensure our facilities remain open and welcoming to all. 

At New Ark, we champion every childõs right to play, because play is not just fun - 

itõs fundamental. Itõs how children explore the world, build relationships, and 

discover who they are. We create play opportunities that invite adventure, 

enterprise and imagination, because we know that time and space to play boosts 

childrenõs health, happiness and confidence.  

At the heart of New Ark is a dedicated team of talented staff who take immense 

pride in delivering the highest standards of care. Theyõre supported by our 

Management Committee - a passionate group of local volunteers who bring a 

wealth of skills and experience to guide our work. Alongside them, a wider circle of 

volunteers lend their hands and hearts to fundraising events and essential tasks 

across the site, working especially hard on our beloved farm. 

Like many charities, we have faced our share of challenges in recent years and our 

amazing local community rallied around us with generosity and spirit. This year has 

been no exception. From energetic work parties who rolled up their sleeves to 

maintain and enhance our site, to the £1,000 grant we received from the Waitrose 

Community Matters Fund, every act of support has made a meaningful difference. 

We were especially honoured when St Maryõs Church selected New Ark as the focus 

of their summer fundraising campaign - raising an incredible £3,300 !! 

Weõre always looking for new ways to support 

our community and grow sustainably, so we 

can keep doing what we love for generations to 

come. We are deeply grateful to every 

individual, group and organisation that 

contributes their time, energy and expertise to 

make New Ark such a special place. If youõd 

like to be part of our story, weõd love to hear 

from you.  

Contact us on 01733 340605 or 

newarkplay.office@gmail.com 

Thank you,  

Jo Curphey, Committee Chair 

mailto:newarkplay.office@gmail.com
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Opening Times 
Toddler Group : Wednesday 1pmñ2.30pm (Term Time)  

Our weekly toddler group is for children aged 0-4 years and their parents / carers, 

and provides an opportunity to explore our Eco Centre and City Farm.  

Preschool : Monday to Friday  9amñ12pm  and 12:30pmñ3pm (Term Time)  

We offer morning, afternoon and all day sessions for children from age 2 years, plus 

extended hours by arrangement. Our children attending New Ark Preschool learn 

through play using our fantastic facilities, which includes an Adventure Playground, 

City Farm and Eco Centre.  

Play Support Service : Monday to Friday 9amñ3pm (Term Time)  

In our Play Support Service we accept referrals from primary and secondary schools 

to provide specialist support and an alternative outdoor curriculum for children with 

social, emotional and behavioural difficulties who are on a reduced timetable and/

or at risk of exclusion from school.   

After-school Club : Monday to Friday 3.45ñ6pm (Term Time)  

Holiday Club  8:30amñ5:30pm (School Holidays)  

Our After School Club is all about adventure play with activities such as digging, 

building, ball games, swinging and climbing; and a range of creative arts and crafts. 

The children also have the opportunity to visit the farm.  

The children at our Holiday Club also have the opportunity to do baking, outdoor 

cooking, den building, water slides, messy play and more.   

Our Holiday Club includes the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme, which 

provides free supervised play sessions and a hot lunch for children from low income 

families. (As a guide New Ark follows Newark Hill Academyõs term timetable)  

City Farm : Monday to Friday group visits by arrangement 10amñ12pm and 2pmñ4pm   

Open for public visits Monday to Friday 4pmñ5pm. (Term Time) and 10amñ12pm and 

2pmñ5pm (School Holidays) 

Adult social mornings Wednesdays 10am-12pm 

During session times the children attending our Toddler Group, Preschool, Play 

Support Service, After School Club and Holiday Club can visit our City Farm and help 

to care for our animals. This includes feeding, watering, grooming, and cleaning out 

our small animal hutches. We also welcome family and group visits and visitors 

during term times and school holidays.  Adults of any age and ability are welcome at 

our adult social mornings.  
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Price List 

Parent/Carer 

& Toddler 

Group 

Adult & child £5.00 
Term time 

Wednesday 1.00-2.30pm 

Includes drink 

Additional adult £1.50 

Additional child £1.50 

Preschool 

Hourly Fee 

(If not 

funded) 

Per child £6.00 

Term time Monday-Friday 

9.00am-12.00pm   

12:30-3.00pm 

Morning, afternoon, and all day 

sessions are available, plus 

extended hours by arrangement 

After School 

Club 

Daily  

Charge 
Per child £8.00 

Term time 

Monday-Friday 3.45-6.00pm 

Includes light snack and drink 

Places must be booked and paid 

for in advance 

Walkover 

Fee 
Per child £2.00 

Holiday Club 

All Day Per child £26.00 
School holidays 

Monday-Friday  8.30am-5.30pm 

Places must be booked and  

paid for in advance 

Afternoon 

play 

session   

2-4.30pm 

Per child £10.00 

Farm 

School & 

Group 

Visits 

Per child 
£6.50 

(£1 per adult) 

Monday-Friday 

Morning or afternoon 

Adult supervision needed 

Adult 

social 

mornings 

Per adult 
£6.00 

(Carers free) 

Wednesday & Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

Includes hot or cold drink 

Family Visits 

Child £6.00 

School Holidays Monday-Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

2.00-5.00pm 

Term time Monday-Friday 

4-5.30pm 

Children must be supervised by 

parent/carer at all times 

Adult £1.50 

Birthday 

Parties 

Up to 10 

children 
£150.00 

 

£10 per 

additional 

child 

Saturdays (Times vary by 

arrangement) 

Maximum 30 children 
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Playground Report 
Hello, and thank you for taking the time to read our annual report. Iõd love to 

introduce myself, share a little about our unique provision here at New Ark, and 

warmly invite you to come and visit us. 

My name is Samantha Brown and Iõve had the privilege of working at New Ark for 

over 24 years. During that time I have been very lucky to work amongst amazing 

and dedicated people who are passionate about New Ark and providing quality 

care to the children, young people and adults who use our services. 

Our Holiday Club and Afterschool Club offer vibrant, inclusive sessions for school-

aged children. Each day is shaped by the children themselves - we listen closely 

to their ideas and interests, and use them to guide our planning. Their creativity 

and curiosity are at the heart of everything we do. 

We believe play is a vital part of every childõs learning and development. Thatõs 

why we offer a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities, and encourage 

children to make their own choices. Whether theyõre exploring, creating, relaxing 

or adventuring, weõre here to support them in discovering what brings them joy. 

Over the past year, some of the most popular activities have included jewellery-

making, painting, junk-modelling, caring for our animals on the City Farm, and 

sliding down the water slide on hot summer days. The farm, in particular, has 

been a favourite - children love feeding and grooming the animals, topping up 

water bottles and cleaning out hutches. Theyõve even learned how to carry out 

health checks on our smaller residents, inspecting teeth, eyes and paws with care 

and confidence. 

One memorable moment from our Afterschool Club involved a child who used her 

imagination to create homemade òsquishiesó out of paper. She designed and 

coloured her own characters, cut 

them out, and taped them 

together - leaving a small gap to 

stuff with shredded paper before 

sealing them up. She then helped 

other children make their own, 

sharing her technique and 

encouraging their creativity. 

During the summer holidays, 

cooking and tasting sessions were 

a big hit. Children tried lots of new 

flavours, including experimenting 

with spices, and learned practical 

kitchen skills - all while having fun 

and building confidence. 
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One of the greatest joys of working at New Ark is watching children grow - seeing 

their independence blossom, their confidence soar, and their friendships 

deepen. Over the years, many former attendees have returned as parents, 

bringing their own children to experience the magic of New Ark. Hearing their 

stories and memories is always a heartwarming reminder of the lasting impact 

that New Ark creates. 

If you havenõt visited us yet, weõd love to welcome you. Come and see the joy, 

creativity and care that make New Ark such a special place. 

We welcome visitors during both afterschool and holidays, please contact us on 

01733 340605 to book a visit during one of our sessions. The cost is £6.00 per 

child and £1.50 per adult.  

HAF (Holiday Activities and Food) Programme 

Weõre proud to have continued delivering the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 

Programme throughout the Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays - 

welcoming many new children from across the city into our New Ark family. 

Funded by the Department for Education, the HAF Programme supports families 

in receipt of benefit-related free school meals. Eligible children can attend for up 

to four days a week, enjoying four hours of enriching activities each day. 

Alongside a wide variety of fun, creative and inclusive experiences, we also 

provide nutritious hot and cold meals to keep children energised and well-fed. 

From imaginative play to outdoor adventures, every session is designed to spark 

joy, build confidence and create lasting memories. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all of our staff for their 

hard work to make our setting such a 

special and unique place for all of 

our children. Thank you also to our 

committee members, whose time, 

energy and commitment continue to 

support and strengthen everything 

we do. 

 

Samantha Brown, New Ark Manager 

To find out more about our After 

School and Holiday Clubs - including 

our HAF Programme - please call us 

on 01733 340605.  
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Preschool Report 
New Ark Preschool is unique as itõs the only preschool in 

the city where children regularly visit a city farm as well as 

having the opportunity to participate in onsite Eco 

sessions.  

This year at New Ark Pre-School, we enjoyed a rich 

programme of seasonal activities that supported learning, 

exploration, and development in all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

We embraced all four seasons through creative craft projects, nature-based 

learning, and outdoor experiences. For example, during Autumn the children 

enjoyed going on nature walks to the Eco Garden; where they observed the 

changing colours of the trees throughout the year.  

A highlight of the year was an exciting visit from several fire engines, following 

their rescue of a pig at the farm! The children were delighted to see the flashing 

lights and hear the sirens up close!  

Throughout the year, we marked special occasions and cultural celebrations, 

including Chinese New Year and Pancake Day, which provided opportunities for 

sensory exploration, food-tasting and learning about different traditions. 

In May, we welcomed the ôUp The Garden Bathõ charity to 

our setting. Their team led a bug hunt and helped the 

children plant a range of flowers and vegetables in the 

Eco Garden, teaching them about nature, sustainability, 

and healthy eating. 

One of the most magical experiences was watching 

our caterpillars grow into butterflies. The children 

observed every stage of the life cycle, learning about 

transformation and the natural world, before releasing 

the butterflies into the garden. 

The academic year also saw a record high number of children with special 

educational needs, and we are proud to report that all were successfully 

supported through to school transition, each with their Education, Health and 

Care Plan (EHCP) journey underway. Whilst this stretched our staff to the limits, it 

demonstrates the dedication and commitment our staff have to early 

intervention and inclusive practice.  

Lauren Shiels ð Preschool 

We run morning, afternoon and all day sessions between 9.00am-3.00pm with 

additional hours available on request. We take 15hr, 30hr, 2yrs and 3yrs funding. 

To find out more please call us on 01733 340605 to arrange a visit and collect a 

registration form. 
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What Ofsted say about New Ark 

Ofsted have praised New Arkõs unique provision and applauded the fact that our 

team work hard to ensure our children's feelings, voices and choices are respected 

and they are encouraged to think critically and use their imagination as they enjoy 

playing and exploring our wide range of activities.  

  
ôChildren are confident, articulate and friendly. They enjoy participating 

in a wide range of activities available to them at this unique provision. 

For example, they learn about animal care at the on-site farm, on play 

equipment in the extensive outdoor area. Parents also appreciate how 

much these activities benefit all aspects of their children's 

development.  

Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning, which will support 

them well when they move on to school. They are eager to interact with 

each other and adults. Consequently, they develop their communication 

and language skills well. 

Staff have a clear knowledge about what each child can do and what 

they need to learn next. The curriculum is planned so that each child 

enjoys rich learning opportunities and makes good progress in their 

learning and development. This is testified by parents. 

Children show good physical skills as they navigate the obstacle course 

outside. They are able to balance on wooden blocks, climb, slide, and 

jump a given number of times on the small trampoline. 
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Farm Report 
Our city farm is home to Cheddar the pig and Cyrano the pony as well as lots of 

birds and small animals. It is a wonderfully friendly and therapeutic safe haven, 

where children, young people and adults of all ages and abilities can spend 

quality time.   

We have welcomed lots of visitors to our farm this year from local nurseries and 

primary, secondary and special schools, including Woodfield playgroup, Daisy 

Chain nursery, Thomas Moore and St John Fisher. We have also worked closely 

with In-To-To-Ed and Nene Park Hub delivering animal care sessions.  

Our birthday parties have proven to be very popular again this year and have 

raised valuable funds for the farm. 

In addition to the support provided by our regular volunteers we have been 

hugely grateful for the brilliant work undertaken by fabulous work parties from 

Welcome Break, MH Accountants, Virgin Media, Mastercard, Peterborough City 

Council Statutory Assessment and Monitoring Team.  

We continue to be immensely grateful for the invaluable ongoing weekly support 

from the local Probation Community Payback team. In addition to working hard 

on the farm, painting and gardening and general maintenance, they helped put 

a new roof on our pig house and have built a variety of things from scratch; 

including benches, planting workstations and some 

Introducing Masha - our trainee vet volunteer 

I was so relieved when I found the city farm at 
New Ark as Iõd been searching for veterinary 
work experience for over six months. New Ark is 
a wonderful place, where there is such a huge 
variety of animals tucked away in this little farm, 
in the heart of the city that Iõd never even heard 
about before. 

When I first arrived at the start of the summer 
holidays I was welcomed by the entire New Ark community and was given 
the opportunity to get hands on experience of animal husbandry in the real 
world - for example, how to pick up chickens, motivate Cheddar the pig to 
be more active, and build up resistance to the smell of a chicken coop! 
Equally, there were many heartwarming moments like watching young 
chickens huddle together, learning how to make Cyrano the pony smile and 
hearing the joyous squeaks of guinea pigs as they look forward to eating 
their greens! 

As New Ark is a charity I think one of the most important things I have 
learnt through my time here - aside from the fact that the guinea pigs are 
absolutely adorable - is that there is always something you can do to help it 
to move forward. Someone who helped me find New Ark - and regularly 
helps out alongside me is my lovely mother Natalia.  
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New Ark Social Community Hub 

In addition to proving animal care, we 

have become a social prescribing 

venue/hub. We work closely with local 

organisations and groups who promote 

wellbeing and positive mental health, 

and provide support to adults with a 

range of neurodiversity and additional 

needs.  

The sessions we provide have proved 

very popular and our visitors, who have 

a variety of different abilities, all enjoy 

both the social side (having a cup of tea 

with friends) as well as the opportunity 

to interact with our animals, which is 

great for building their confidence and 

self-esteem and enabling them to feel valued. 

Our animals play a vital role in our provision of therapeutic support to improve 

individualsõ wellbeing and we look forward to continuing to provide our unique 

service to our community for many years to come.  

As with previous years I would like to say a massive thank you to all of our fantastic 

volunteers who selflessly give their time to support our farm. Their hard work, 

sponsorship and donations allow us to continue providing a home for all of our 

animals in our care and a place to be enjoyed by so many.  
 

We were very lucky to be chosen to 

by Gladwells Pet and Country Store 

to benefit from their Christmas 

fundraising campaign last 

December. They really enjoyed 

meeting our animals when they 

visited the farm to present a cheque   

and we hugely appreciated the 

generosity of their customers. 

 

 

Goodbye Summer 

We were so sad to have to say goodbye to our 

beloved Summer the sheep who reached the age 

of 11, having been at New Ark since 2014. She 

was a favourite with many of our children and 

volunteers and we will all miss her greatly. 


